 UNIVERSITY OF HUDDERSFIELD – FIRE RISK ASSESSMENT

	C: Means of Escape and Fire Separation

	Building
	
	Area
	
	Assessed by
	
	Date
	

	

	
	Yes
	No
	Comments
	
	
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	1
	Are there sufficient escape routes available?
	
	
	
	
	9
	In the event of power failure, are escape routes covered by emergency lighting?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Are distances of travel in-line with those recommended by authoritative guidance?
	
	
	
	
	10
	Is emergency lighting tested and maintained by competent personnel? 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Are escape routes appropriately and clearly signed?
	
	
	
	
	11
	Are escape routes of fire separating construction, especially dead-end situations?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Are there appropriate arrangements for any room-within-room scenarios?
	
	
	
	
	12
	Do voids, risers, ducts etc. have means of fire separation?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Is emergency override furniture appropriate to its locations and checked?
	
	
	
	
	13
	Is there sufficient compartmentilisation?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Is surface spread of flame reduced, especially on means of escape?
	
	
	
	
	14
	Is fire separation in good condition?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Are there appropriate facilities to ensure safety of disabled during evacuation?
	
	
	
	
	15
	Is the condition and operation of fire separation regularly checked?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Are escape routes adequately lit?
	
	
	
	
	16
	(other – please state)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	C: MEANS OF ESCAPE AND FIRE SEPARATION

	
	
	

	CATEGORIES OF FIRE RISK
	necessary, directional arrow.  Text only signage is not permitted.

For room-within-room scenario the outer room must be of low fire risk and to warn occupant of inner-room, they must be able to see into the outer room (e.g. vision panel) or the outer room have automatic fire detection.

Where locking devices are provided on means of escape, except for individual offices they must be easily overridden from the direction of escape. Acceptable devices and their locations are: -

Small number of occupants, familiar with area:

Thumb-turn; override handle; magnetic lock with switch adjacent to door.

Large number of occupants, unfamiliar with area:

Push pad; panic bar; magnetic lock interlinked with fire alarm.

Escape routes must be of sufficient width to accommodate wheelchairs (at least 800mm).

Where vertical escape is not possible in the vent of fire alarm activation, refuge areas must located within protected staircases.   
	Records of testing and maintenance must be kept up to date.

	High: lack of fire separation; work areas where flammable/highly flammable liquids used or stored; process involving naked flame; large quantities of materials that increase rapidity of fire spread.

Normal: fire likely to only spread slowly; automatic fire detection system in place

Low: likelihood of fire occurring is minimal; potential for fire spread.


	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	FIRE SEPARATION

	
	
	Where a corridor forms part of a means of escape in one direction only (dead-end situation) it must be separated from all adjoining areas – except toilets – by fire-resisting construction.

Areas of high fire risk (e.g. plant rooms, storage areas for flammables/highly flammables) must be separated from adjoining areas, especially corridors forming means of escape, by fire-resisting construction.

Corridors must be separated at least every 45metres by self-closing fire doors to reduce rapidity of spread.

Staircases serving more than two floors of a building must form part of the protected means of escape and be constructed as such.

Voids, ducts etc. must have means of fire separation to reduce the likelihood of fire spread to other areas.

The condition and operation of fire separation materials and devices must be checked regularly to ensure optimum performance should it be required.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	ESCAPE ROUTES
	
	

	Apart from areas of low fire risk, there should be an alternative means of escape. 

Distances of travel (metres) of escape routes to outside or a protected staircase: - 

Single Direction: 

12m (high); 25m (normal); and 45m (low).

Alternative Directions:

25m (high); 45m (normal); and 60m (low)

An escape width of 750mm will allow 100 people to safely evacuate.  1metre width will allow 200 people.  Over 200 people, escape width should increase by 75mm for each group of 35 people.

Assume the largest exit point width is unavailable to determine whether exit points are capable of safely accommodating everyone present.  

Corridors, stairwells etc that form part of an escape route should be clearly signed to indicate direction of travel.  In areas where a number of exit points are available and could be confused with other doors, the exit points must be indicated.  Signage must contain pictogram and, where  


	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	LIGHTING AND EMERGENCY LIGHTING
	

	
	All escape routes must be adequately lit under normal conditions.

On communal escape routes (e.g. corridors, staircases) and areas where there may be insufficient borrowed light (e.g. enclosed rooms) emergency lighting must be provided in case of power failure.

Emergency lighting must be subject to testing and maintenance in accordance with BS5266. 
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